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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


or John Moore, 


Lord Mayor of London, 


And to the Honourable 
Court. of Aldermen, 


My Lord and Gentlemen , 


on in general, as I am a Chriſti- 
an, to do all the good I can ; but 


| Am obliged not only by my Religi- 


peculiarly by my Profeſſion, as a Miniſter 


of the Goſpel, to provoke othirs" thereun- 


#0. And the conſuderation hereof deter- 


. A 3 + mined. - 


-- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
mined me to make choice of that Subjef? 
on which I diſcourſed laſt Lord's day, in 
your Audience: For as I am very cer- 
eain, that doing good in this World is the 
way to ſecure ay intereſt in that which is 
to come : So 1 was very ſenſoble, that 

© ſpeaking to a great aud tich and honou- 

rable City, I had an opportunity in" my 

hands of provoking thoſe that had great 

IT Advantages of ſo doing. | 

And therefore the very ſame Reaſons, 

— which induced me then to handle that 

 Subje&, have inclined me \ſmnce to print 

what I then delivered ; eſpecially baving 

received not only your Commands for it, 

but the Warrant of your Judgments, that 

the Publication would be uſeful to the a-- 

foreſaid deſign, in compliance with which 

' 1 now humbly preſent the Sermon to your 
bands, and crave your (Acceptance. 

And now, my Lord, give me leave to 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſay, That although I was, till this, occaſe- 
on, 4 Stranger to your 'Lordſkip,; yet 1 
could not be” ſo much\ a Stranger to 'my 
Native Country, as not to have heard 
the general Joy. -and Acclamations. of all 
good men at your .Eleon to this great - 
Magiſtracy, and fince that I have had the 
happineſs nearer to obſerve the Candour, 
Benignity and Obligingneſs of your T em- 
per towards all-men , joyned with a well 
known Loyalty to our,Soveraign, and an 
hearty affettion for the Proteſtant Reti- 
gion and Church of England. I am in- 
clined to hope, that the Divine Provi- 
dence bath defegned you a further Honour, 
namely, That be will make you an hap- 
py Inſtrument of allaying the immoderate 
and unchriftian Heats among#? the ſeve- 
ral Parties within this City and Nation, 
of preſerving a right underſtanding be- 
Yue Majeſty and bis Prople of 


turning | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| turning the hearts of the Fathers to the 

- Children, and the diſobedient to the 
wiſdom of the Juſt.  T his as I know 
moſt earneſtly defired and endeavoured by 
your Lordſhip, ſo therein you ſhall always 
be aſſh res with the __ Frayers f | 


Your Lordſhip's 

E | - Faithful and 

\ Dee, 23% 1681, | | 
Humble Servant, 


John Goodman. 
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M a T. XIx. Verſe 16. 


And behold one came and ſaid unto him, 
Good Maſter , what good thing ſhall T - 
do, that I may have eternal life? _ 


'T hath always been accounted , if not an 
Argument of Wiſdom , yet a ſign of an 
hopeful Temper and a Capacity for the 
attainment of it, to ask a diſcreet and per- 

tinent Queſtion : Eſpecially if therewithal there 


& 


be ſo much prudence, as ro make choice of, 
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and apply ones ſelf to ſuch a perſon as is likely 
to be able to reſolye it. # 

Both theſe qualifications meet in the man in 
my Text. For in-the firſt. place he neither 
comes with ſome Rabbinical nicety , for the 
oltentation of his own learning and ubrilty ;. 
nor with a captious. interrogatory to intangle 
our Saviour in his Speech, but with a becoming 
gravity and ſincerity to inquire about the great 
affair of another World. And for his fatisfa- 
Etion herein he applies himſelf to him that came 
from Heaven on purpoſe to inſtruct men in the | 
way thither. | 

Burt beſides this, there are (in the Context) 
ſeveral very remarkable things in the Character 
of the perſon who makes this inquiry , and 
which conſequently render the Queſtion pro- 
pounded by him the more conſiderable, as 

In the firſt place ov. 20. he is faid to be a 
young man , and yet the warmth and vigour 
of youth, together with the common preſum- 
_ ption of having long to live in this world, did 
not abate his concern for the life ro come. 

Again wv. 22. he is ſaid to be a rich man; 
yet neither the pleaſures, nor the cares and bu- 
finels of this world, made him forgetful of ano- 
ther world. 


And 
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And if we compare with the Text the pa- 
ralled ſtory.in S. Luke 18. 18. this perſon is cal- 
led #756 a Ruler, or (as the vulgar Latine reads 
it Princeps) a Prince ; yet for all this he ſought 
the Kingdom of Heaven. | 

Laſtly , If we look back again to-v. 20. he 
is deſcribed to be a virtuous or moral man; for 
he had kept the Commandments from his youth up, 
notwithſtanding he deſired to be further inſtru- 
Cted, that he might make ſure of eternal life. 

Now from the Queſtion propounded by this 
perſon under theſe circumſtances I make theſe 
four Obſervations. 


Firſt, That the other World (or 4 life after | 


this preſent) is a matter of that great moment 
and importance, that ,no thinking man can 
chuſe bur have his mind run upon it, and be 
inquiſitive about it. | 

Secondly, That he who ſeriouſly and ingenu- 
ouſly inquires into this affair , will eafily be re- 
ſolved in the affirmative, that there is ſuch a 
thing. | ed 

T hirdly, He that being ſatisfied that there is 
ſuch a ſtate, as a life hereraſter ,\. is deſtitute of 
common ſenſe , if he do not paſſionately delire 


to haye a ſhare in it. | 
B 2 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, He that deſires an intereſt in the 
World to come, is very abſyrd and unreaſona- 
| ble co hope for it, without doing ſome good 
thing for the attainment of ir. | 

If it had not been a Queſtion natorally oc- 
curring to the minds of men, it is not probable 
this young man would have troubled his head 
abour it. = 

If upon conſideration. of - the-Queſtion , the 
affirmative had not been highly credible , he 
would not .have {uppoſed it , but diſputed ir 
with our Saviour. ws | 

If upon ſuppoſition of the truth or probabi- 
lity of ſuch a ſtate, the enjoyment of ir had not: 
been matter Gf vaſt conſequence, a rich man 
would not have troubled himlelf, nor our Sa- 
viour, about it. | 

And if doing good had not' been. evidently. 
the way to attain it, our Saviour would never 
have given ſuch Anſwer to his Queſtion, as we 
-thnd he did... -* - | 

So. that all the-aforeſaid Propoſitions: have a 
juſt foundation in the Text; and therefore I 
intend to- diſcourſe briefly of them all in order, 
beginning with the firſt. 


Propaſi- © 


= 
\ 
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Propoſition T. 


That the Queſtion about another World, 
or a Life to come , is of that nature , that no 
thoughtful man can avoid it, or chuſe bur be 
ſollicitous about it. For it is certain we cannot 
ſo much as flatter our ſelves into an hope , that 
we ſhall live always. here ; and therefore it is 
obvious and natural for the mind of man: to 
look beyond this ſhort Stage , and to conſider 
what ſhall become of him hereafter. 

And. although this inquiry be about a thing 
future , that conſideration doth not ar all abate 
the deſire of man after ſatisfaction therein ; ; for- 
aſmuch as this is one of the peculiar Characters 
of humane Nature, and our Priviledge above 
Beaſts, that whereas they are wholly taken up 
with what is preſent and before them , Man- 
kind hath a. further ſcope , refle&ts upon what 
is paſt, and projects what is-to come, and ac- 
cordingly exerciſes his paſſions , and: lays his 
deſigns-:. infomuch that we account him: no 
better than a fool, that values nothing but what 
is preſent. 

Nor is this ſollicitude about the future a meer 
curioſity or- —agny of the mind (as Arhei- 


ſtical 


6 A Sermon preached 
ſical Men would ſuggeſt ro us) but very 
rational, as well as natural : For it is obvions 
to every Man to diſcourſe after this manner : 
How comes 'it to pals,\ that I have an under- « 
ſtanding Mind, a Freedom of Choice, a Con- 
{cience refleRting upon my own Actions ? nay, 
whence is it, or to what purpoſe, -that I have 
ſome kind of Notion and Anticipation of a- 
nother World, if there were no ſuch thi 
And alchough i it ſhould be granted, that cheſe 
things amount not to a Demonſtration, that 
therefore there is a Life hereafter ; yet can it 
not be denied, bur that they afford ſufficient 
ground of Enquiry, whether there be not ſuch 
a thing, which is enough to the preſent pur- 
pole. 

Beſides, the Conſequence of this Bulinels is 
ſo unſpeakably great, as not only to recom- 
mend it to our Prudence and Caution, but 
to urge it upon our Conſideration : For the 
Queſtion is no leſs than this, Whether I ſhall 
live for ever, or be for ever buried in Oblivion ? 
Whether I ſhall ſhortly be, as if I had never 
been, and all my Thoughts periſh with me ? 
or, Whether I ſhall ſurvive the Ruins of my 
Body, and in another State reap the Fruit of 
my preſent Labours? Nay, that is not the 

« bottom 
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bottom of the Caſe neither ; but, Whether . 
I ſhall be crowned with Glory, in reward of | 
the Good I have done here; or be plagued 
and tormented in another World, for my Mil- 
carriages in this ? no | 

Theſe things concern a Man ſo deeply, that 
he muſt either have loſt all che Principles 
of Reaſon, and all Senſe of Humanity, ' or 
muſt do a mighty violence - to himſelf. that 
can abſtra& himſelf from theſe Conſiderati- 
Ons. 
And it is further very obſervable, That 
this Queſtion is not only "of great moment, 
with reſpe& to the other World (when that 
time comes) ; but is alſo of mighty Influence 
upon the Management of the preſent Life. 
Foraſmuch as the Hinge of all our Elections: 
and Proſecutions turns upon this Point; and 
thar till this Queſtion is firſt reſolved, a Man 
knows not what courſe to take, or how to. 
govern himlelf. 

As for Example, Whether a Man ſhould 
be a Coward, and a Paraſite, and flatter and 
humour every Body for Self-prelervation ?' or, 


| Whether he ſhall dare to do bravely for his 


Prince and Country, or any other excellent: 
Purpoſe, out of a Senſe. of Honour and Gal- 
lantry 2: 
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8 A Sermon preached 
- lantry? For it is evident, that if we have no 
Concern after Death, Com and Baſeneſs 


is the greateſt Wiſdom; ; and contrariwile, if 


there be a Life hereafter, a quite contrary 
courle is more reaſonable and eligible. 

Again, Suppoſe a Man to be in Adverſity, 
what counſels ſhall he take, and how ſhall 
he behave himſelf ? ' Whether ſhall he {ullenly 
fit down in Deſperation, and curſe his Stars, 
or erect his Mind with Hope 2. Ir is certain, -the 


former - of theſe cannot be* blamable, and © 
the latter is ridiculous, if there be nothing to 


come hereafrer. 

In a word, Whether a Man ſhall ſuppreſs 
his- Luſts, or ſtifle his Conſcience ? Whether 
he ſhall live like a Beaſt, in expectation to 
die ſo; or live like a Manl in hopes to Ile 
eternally 2 This, and a thouſand other Que- 
ſtions can by no means admit of a Solution, 


unleſs that other great Caſe be firſt reſolved, | 


| Viz; . Whether there be a World to come, or 
- no? 

Therefore this diſcreet Perſon; (in the 
Text) in the Prime of his Youth, and Flower 
of his Strength, and in the higheſt Tide of his 
Proſperity, had conſidered of it. It was not 
a Sick-bed Meditation ; 3 for he was in Health : 
nor 


Is 


If 


before the Lord Mayor. _9 
nor a melancholy Qualm of old Age ; - for 
he was Young: . nor the Effect of his being 

_ diſcontented, - ard out of humour with the 
World; for he was Rich and .Proſperous : 

| But it was the Effet of manly Senle and 

1 © Wiſdom; and fo it will become every other 

| Man. - - + s 

; - Butſo much for the Firſt Point, I proceed to | 

| the Second. | 


Propoſ. 1T. 
\ 


| Whoſoever ſeriouſly and Jageruouſly conſ1- 
| ders the Queſtion ahout a World to* come, 
or eternal Life, will eaſily be reſolved in the 
; Aftrmative, Thar there is ſuch a Stare. 
| I do not fay, That there is ſuch Evidence 
| of this 'great Point, as thatthere can be no e- 
| _ vaſion.; or that Men cannot diſ-believe it, if 
ii they will ; for beſides that Contumacie Deus 
nullum dedit 'remedium, God - himſelf hath never 
{provided means, nor intended the fatisfaCtion 
of the Obſtinate and Contuntkcious. 
8 Beſides that (I ſay) if any Argument could 
be brought ſo irrefiſtibly convincing, as that 
; there were no poſſibility of withſtanding it, 
there could in ſuch a caſe be no virtue nor 
i” Cc excel- 
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10" A Sermon preached 
excellency in believing : For'what Commene 
dation can it be to aſſent to that, from which 
- it is impoſſible for me to diſſent ? | 
But the meaning of the Propoſition is agree- 
able to that ſaying of Tertallian, Qui ſtuduerit: 
intelligere, cogere & credere, He that candidly and 
honeſtly applies his mind to the buſineſs, ſhall 
find it not eaſie to reſiſt the evidence for 

It. | 
Accordingly we find a great part of the 
Heathen World, by the meer power of Natu- 
_ ral Reaſon, and upon Principles of Philoſophy 
{without the Advantage of Divine Revelation) 
to have attained very good Convictions here- 
of ; particularly Tully in his Book, De Senefute, 
in the Perſon of Cato, and Plato in his Apology for 
Socrates,repreſent both thoſe Perſons,as under ve- 
ry feeling & paſſionate apprehenſions of another 
| Life: For they obſerved, thart in all the chan- 
-ges of things, and in the various reyolutions 
of Matter and Body, not the leaſt Atome of 
Matter was loſt in the Univerſe ; and here- 
upon they thought -it very unreaſonable to 
conceive, that Lite and Mind ſhould be ex- 
tinguiſhed : Eſpecially ſeeing that Souls, 
. and all Intelle&tual Beings, are pure and un- 
compounded, and admit not of contrary Prin 
2” _ ciples 


LIMI 
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ciples (in their Conſtitution) to combate with, 

and deſtroy each other, as: the caſe is in Bo- 
dies. 2 TH LE 

| Beſides, they conſidered (as I obſerved in 

part before)thac Human Souls were not only en- 

dued with Reaſon and Choice, and Conſcience ; 


but had (conſequently thereupon) very clear 
Notions of certain Moral- Differences of things, 


not as pleaſant and hurtful only, but as good 
and evil upon: higher accounts: ' * The reſultof 
which Contemplation- could + not <huſe but 
pur them under Expectations of ſome account 
of their Choice and Actions hereafter; eſpe- 
cially finceichey cou!d not but be' aware of 


the obſcurity - of Divine Providence in this 


World; and that there was no exact diſtri- 
bution of Rewards and Puniſhments here, ac- 


| cording to Men's Demerits. YT 


* Bur what ſhall we ſay then to thoſe preten- 
ded Wits that ſay, ' Let me ſee a Spirit, and 
then Ile believe there is a God; let me have 
a ſight of Heaven and Hell, or Ile not believe 
there is any World to come ?_ | 
Surely theſe are a ſort of ſubtle Philoſophers, 


that require flat ContradiCtions for the fatiſ- 


faction of their reaſon ; viz. to ſee a Spirit 
(which is ſuppoſed to be inviſible) for the proof 
| C 2 that 
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that there are inviſible Beings, and to have the 
- World to come preſent, for proof that there 
is fuch a thing future. 
Theſe Men believe not ; but it is not be- 
cauſe they cannot, but becauſe they will not : 
nor is their Incredulity to be imputed to their 
. | Sagacity (as they would have it thought) bur 
' «Either to their Immodeſty, in: requiring unrea- 
ſonable Evidence, or their Imprudence in not 
| knowing what is proper and ſufficient. 
But whatever the caſe be, as to natural 
Light, and whether that can give ſufficient ſes 
curity of another World or no, it matters not 
much: now that we have Divine Revelation ; 
for he that doth þut look into. the Goſpel, will 
find Life and Inqortality thereby brought to Light, 
. and Eternal. Life written. (almoſt). upon every 
Page thereof. | Wo, 
* And if there be any ſo great a Stranger to 
the Principles of Chriſtianity, as to. call in que- 
ſtion the Divine Authoricy of the Holy Scrip- 
eure ;. yet let ſuch Perſon. bur give it the al- 
lowance due to every common Hiſtory of mat- 
EE” ter of Fact, and he. ſhall. not go away unſariſ- 
fied in this great particular : For upon ſuppo- 
/ ſition of the Truth, and reality of our Saviours 
Relurref&tian and Aſcenſion; both which. are 


CON- 
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confirmed by the Teſtimony of, abundance 
of credible Wirneſles, and had been the eaſieſt 
matter in the World to be confured, if they 
had not been notoriouſly true, there can re- 
main no doubt either of the Life of a Soul, 
after the Death of the Body, or of another 
World. | : 
For who that conſiders out Saviour. crucifi- 
ed, dead, buried, and, lying three days 
in the Grave, and then rifing- again, eating 
and drinking, and converſing with his Dilſci- 


ples forty days together, can doubt whether 


a Soul can exiſt after the Body is dead ? And 
who that conſiders him yilibly aſcending up to 
Heaven, in the Preſence of ſo many Witneſ- 
ſes, can doubt of another World, befides thar: 
we. at preſent live, and breathe in ? 
This is the fulleſt and moſt convincing Evi- 
dence of things of this Nature, that either God 
chought fir to give, or Man. in: modeſty can 
require: . And it is ſuch evidence, as the weak- 
eſt Perfons may apprehend, and all the Wir 
and Sophiſtry in the World can never baffle 
or confute. 
And fo I pals tro my 
2. Third Obſervation, That le who. is p* rſwas 
ded, that there is ſuch a thing as eternal Life 
| | really; 
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really to be obtained, *cannot chuſe but paſſio- 
 nately deſire to have a fhare in it. OE 
The reaſon is plain and obvious , becauſe 
eternal life is ſo great a good, that a man muſt 
be ſuppoſed to hare himſelf, that can do other- 
wile than deſire it. | | 
Eternal life is to be perpetually invigorated 
with the Power of ' the Almighty , and thence 
to feel a perpetyial Spring of life within himſelf; 
by means'of which' he is to all Ages freſh as the 
 mornifg , 'and durable as the very Heavens. 
Such a perſon can be ſenſible of no declenſion, 
change or interruption ; he is-placed out of the 
Sphere of fickneſs, pain, death , or the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of any of them. +: ms 
He feels a conſtant Harmony'in all his Pow- 
ers, enjoys an uninterrupted peace in his Con- | 
ſcience , and is always under the light of Gods 
countenance. cn FO ; 
Such an eſtate as this is ſo unſpeakable a 
good , as that it falls not under the election of 
our wills, there is no freedom of choice ia this 
caſe, we mult defire it whether we will or-no, 
if we believe it : inſomuch that it cangot be ſo 
much as a fign of Grace or Virtue to wiſh for 
it, becauſeit is natural and' neceſſary. Can 
any man wiſh to be eternally extin&, or eſpe- 
cially 


\ 
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cially to be eyerlaſtingly miſerable ? No man 
- can think of either of them without horror, nor 
conſequently of eternal life ; without a kind of 
ecſtaſie of deſire. S. Joh. 6. 66. when the mul- 
titude (which followed our Saviour only for 
the Loaves) began to forſake him , -he turns to 
| his Diſciples, and faich to them , Will ye alſo go 
away ? Lord (faith S. Peter) whither ſhall we go? 
thou haſt the words of eternal life. As if he had. 
ſaid, * If it were poſlible for us to be lo deſti- 
< tute of all Grace and Gratitude, as not to ad- | 
' © here to thee for thy own Goodneſs and Ex- 
&« cellency ; - yet cm we be ſo void of all ſenſe 
&« and ſeli-love, as to forfake-thee and eternal 
« life together ?- EE 
We read of ſome poor Pagans that happened: 
to hear certain Socratical Lectures touching 
the Souls Immortality,” and they were ſo tran(- 
ported with the admirable News, that they 
were ready to make away themſelves, that they. 
might preſently enter into poſſeſſion of that 
bleſſed eſtate of Immortality, which was repre- 
ſented to them. And they were ſo much in 
earneſt about is, that the Magiſtrate thought ir 
neceſſary, by a publick Edi&, to prohibir ſuch. 
Lectures, leſt the Country ſhould be unpeo-- 
pled by that means. By all whieh it appears, . 
| " un.” 
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that eternal life is ſo infinitely deſirable , that 


- 


45 


(xs I have aid) there is no deliberation in the 
caſe ; and therefore upon ſuppoſition of the 
; belief of ir, the only thing in queltion is, 'what- 
we muſt do for the attainment of it ? Whichy 
brings me to my 


4- Fourth and laſt Obſervation : Vi i2, That he. 


who 'is convinced that there is ſuch a ſtate as 
eternal life, and deſires a ſhare in it, catinot rea- 
ſonably hope ir, but upon doing good for the 
attainment of ir. Good Maſter , what good thing 


ſhall T do, that 1 may have eternal life ? 


Now for the proof of this, the holy Scripture 
is ſo exprels and full, char I ſhould exceed the 
limits of time allotted for this Diſcoutſe, ſhould, 
I but mention the paſlages ; and the Yours are 
fo much at hand to every man, that it cannot 
be neceſſary 1 ſhould particularize. I will 
therefore excule my ſelf that labour, and you 
the exerciſe of your patience therein , and in- 
ſtead thereof pur you in mind , That there 
needs no Scripture in the cale, foraſmuch as it 


' 1s the natural ſenſe of every mans mind, a Prin- 
| ciple in our Conſciences not infuſed into us by 


Education or Inſtruction, but fo 1 ingraven by 
the very hand of God upon our Faculties , tha 
no Art or endeayour can efface it. 

For 


IG 
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For what elſe is the reaſon , that men are 
brave and comfortable in their Spirits, when 
they have done well and worthily , that they 
are then erected with hope, and kindly warm- 
ed in their breaſts with Peace and Joy, that 


- they can look up towards God with delight, 
and towards death without conſternation 2 


| And on the other ſide, what is the caule that 
when men are conſcious to themſelves to haye 
lived wickedly , and done baſe and unworthy 
actions, that their Spirits are down, their very 
countenance falls, and all things look black and 
melancholy round about them ? What (I ay) 


can be the ground of this remarkable diverſity 


in mens ſecret ſenſe, but the force and efficacy 
of that eternal Truth which God pronounced 


| ro (ain, but hath written upon every mans 


heart : If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted ? 
but if thou doſt evil, fm lyeth at the door. So that 
there can be no doubt of the Propoſition in ge- 
neral;, That he that will hope to live for ever, 
and receive good in another World, muſt do 


good in this. Yet in regard there maygbe mi- 
ſtakes in the application of it, and all miſtakes 


in an affair of this nature, are of perillous conſe- 
quence to the Souls of men ; therefore I think it 
neceſſary to explain this general Aphoriſm bythe 
three following Particulars  D Firſt, 
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Fir ſt, And firſt for the clearing of this mat- 2 
ter, it is to be underſtood, That whatever good : 
things are expected to be done by us in order 

X , to eternal life ; yet there is nothing of. proper ; 
Merit to be attributed thereunto, as if we could | 
deſerve eternal life at the hands of God, or make 1 
a Purchaſe of Heaven by our Obedience , and 7 
challenge the Juſtice of God for the perfor- = 
2 mance.: Alas ! when we have done all we can, we 
A _ * muſt acknowledge we are but unprofitable ſervants ; 
| for we have not ſo much as performed thar 
Duty, which was owing from us upon the meer 
_ obligation of our Creation , and therefore can 
make no Claim to the admirable favour of ecer- 
nal life: that muſt for ever be acknowledged . 
the free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 4 
Lord. But this truth is {o plain, and confeſſed 5 
[ amongſt Proteſtants, chat I think it lufficient o 
thus briefly:-to have named it. | p 
Bond | Therefore Secondly , When we ſuppoſe that g 
lomething is to be done by us in order to the L 
| attainment of everlaſting life, it is not to be un . 2 
| . derſtood excluſively of the Grace of God, and - 
| the afhſtance of his holy Spirit ; as if we conld | 
do any thing worthy of God without his help. 
For beſides that ſuch a Doftrine is contrary to 
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the Tenor of the whole Goſpel , to the under- 


raking of our Saviour , to the Promiſe, and to 
the Ofhce of the Holy Ghoſt , and is deroga- 


' tory to the Providence of God, eſpecially as he 


intitles himſelf ro be'the Anthor of all good : 
it would in the conſequence of it bring in Merit 
at a back door, which we'excluded before. For- 
almuch as that alchough eternal life (as to the 
propoſition and promile of it) be acknowledged 
the gift of God;yet if by my own meevſtrength, 
without Divine Grace, can perform the Conditi- : 


\ on of it, the reward will be in ſome ſort impura- 
' ble to my performance ; for the caſe will ſtand 
thus , Thar eternal life is poſſible and attaina- 


ble in the general , will be owing to Gods free 
gift ; but that ſuch a man in particular attains 
it, will be wholly owing to himſelf. 

I ſhould not have thought it necellary to. 
have taken notice of this neither in ſuch an Aſs 
ſembly , but that I obſerye ſeveral of the An-- 
cients, and particularly S. Jerom and S. Auſtin 
have thought this to be the errour of the perſon 
who propounds the queſtion in my Text, 4. e. 


they look upon this young man as a Pelagian 


as it were by anticipation : And therefore they 


read the reply whichour Saviour makes to him 


thus, Quid interrogas me de bono, &'c ? not (as we 


3: 2 ' do) 


} 
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do) why calleſt thou me good ? but gby askeſt thou 
me of good ? there is nme good but (God. As it the 
young man had addrelt himſelf co our Saviour 
thus : © Good Malter , thou propoundeſt to us 
« eternal life and unſpeakable happineſs as at- 
© tainable in another World, I.am right glad 
© of the Tidings , and with all, my heart em- 
© brace the propoſition ; and novy dot bur tell 
« me alſo what is to be done for the attaingient 
© of it, and I ask no more, let me alone 0 the 
© performance. Now to remedy this capital 
miſtake of his, they ſuppoſe our Saviours An- 
ſwer to import as if he had faid : © Alas! poor 
& man, you take wrong meaſures of your own 
&« ſufficiency, you think that no other Grace of 
«© God is neceſlary to you but the revelation of 
. © the Divine Will, whereas the very truth is, 
© That although eternal life be infinitely defira; 
© ble, and you do earneſtly deſire it ; yet you 
&« are not aware of the treachery of your own 
© heart, and the difficulties of ariſing to a tem- 
« per fit for eternal life : You mult therefore 
« beg of God (the Giver of every good and 
« perfect .gift) that by his holy Spirit he will 
&« 21ſt bo in the- — of your Duty, 
&« as well as to inform you what is to be done 
« by you: > 1h 

| \ Buc 
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But T hirdly and principally , that which I 
think eſpecially uſetul ro be noted for the right 
underſtanding of this bufinels is, That when 
the inquiry is made touching what is to be 
done in order to eternal life : the meaning is. 
not, that any one or -more lingle acts (how 
good and excellent ſoever ) ſeparate fromi an 
habitual holy life, can qualifie any man for eter- 
nal life ; but an uniform goodneſs, a Divine 
remper, an heavenly converſation. For it is 
very reaſonable to think ſo well of the genera- 
lity of Mankind (ar leaſt of ſuch of them as to 
whom the Goſpel is made known, and eternal 
life propounded) that there is ſcarcely any one 
Duty ſo hard and difficult , bur would be un- 
dertaken for once by any man, it withoutmore 
ado he might be ſaved by it. ' For neither is 
any one Duty whatſoeyer lo hard to diſcharge 
as 4 conſtant courle of obedience, though in 
leſſer inſtances ; nor is God ſo well pleaſed with 
a generous action as with an obedient heart : 
he himſelf having told us, that to obey + better 
than Sacrifice. | 
\ There was a mighty Zeal upon ſeveral of 
the Chriſtians in the Primitive times to ſuffer 
Martyrdom for their Profeflion : inſomuch tha; 
divers of them were readyto accuſe themlel+-- 
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- Ir is certain, that a Man cannot be ſuppoſed 


| 
. 


before they were delated, and to proyoketheir 
Perſecutors to take away their Lives. 'T his Fer- 
vor of cheir affection to Religion, and the con- 
tempt of Life upon the account of it, was highly 


commendable ; but the cauſes of the Precipitan- 


cy were not always unblamable : For it ſeems 
that ſome of them chole to go in a fiery Chariot 


tro Heaven, as the nearer way, and far more 
eaſte than the tedious'courle of ative Obedi-. 


ence: and excellent Diſcourſes were made*by 
the holy Men of God in thoſe times to dil- 
{wade them from this courſe. The principal of 
which were agrecable to that which I am now 
diſcourſing, viz, That (whatever they might 
think) it was certainly more difficult in it ſelf 
ro weather out the ſtorm ar Sea, than to make 
ſuddenly to Port ; more uſeful ro the Church 
to maintain the Combate, than to be preſent- 
ly crowned with Martyrdom ; and ar 
ly more acceptable to God, that they ſh6uld 
perſevere in an holy Life, than to die the moſt 
glorious Death. | 

And in this Senſe I take that remarkable Paſ- 


ſage of .the Apoſtle, 1, Cor. 13.3. If 1 ſhould 


give all my goods to feed the poor, and my body 
to be burned; yet without Charity IT am nothing. 


to 
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to be willing to give all his Goods to feed 


the Poor, without a great meaſure of Charity 


to Men, art leaſt as we ordinarily underſtand 
that expreſſion; and it is not likely, that a 
Man ſhould give his Body to be burned with- 
out love to God. I think T may take it for 
granted allo, that if any ſingle Acts of Virtue 
would carry a Man to Heaven, they would 
be ſuch as thele mentioned by the Apoſtle, 
ze. either Liberality to the Poor, or Martyrdom 


for Chriſt. Therefore by Charity, without 


which (he faith) all theſe are nething : He 
ſeems to mean, «not the A&, but the Habit, 


- and an univerſal Love of God and Good--: 
'nels. | 


It was a Queſtion often, -and upon ſeveral 
occaſions propounded to our Saviour by the -, 
Jews, Maſter, Which is the great (ommandment of 
the Law ? They, it ſezms, had a corrupt Opi- 
nion amongſt them, That God ſet ſnch a 
value upon ſome of his Laws above the reſt, 
that if any Man would come up to thoſe, he 
might eaſily be diſpenſed with in negle& of 
the other : Whereupon there aroſe very. hot 
Diſputes among them, which might be the dar- 
ling Precept; and here ſome were for Circum- 


' ciſion, as the ancienteſt Law, and of moſt ge- 


-neral 


mw 
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neral Obligation ; ſome for the Sabbath, as 
ſeeming to be moſt ſtrictly enjoyned ; other 
for Sacrifice, as that whereby they. thought the 
might expiate all other. omiſſions : One or oth« 
of theſe they were all apt to think to be the Cr 
tical points of Salvation. And they being frug; 
Men of their Labour and Devotion, come t 
211r Saviour (perhaps ſecretly with defign t 


+ arently) to learn the moſt, compend 
way, and the ſhorteſt cut tro He3 


i$.;t our Saviour being aware as well of thei 
n:44cious Deſigns, as of the falſenels of thei) 


Hypotheſis, refers alway thoſe that ask him 


the Queſtion, for Anſwer, not to any ſingle | 


Precept or Branch of the Law ; but to ſuch a 
paſſage, as contained a Summary or Epitome 
of the whole ; namely, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy Go with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, 
. and ſoul, and ſtrength. 

. And in like manner he deals by this Per- 
ſon in the Text, relling him, wv. 17. If thou 
wilt enter mto life, keep the Commandments. q. d. 
It is not enough chat thou obſerve any one Pre- 
cept, but thou muſt make conſcience of them 
all. + And the young Man himſelf ſeems to be 

_ awar 
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aware of, and to have eſcaped this common Er- 
rour : For he replies, .All theſe have T kept from 
my youth up ; What lack I yet * As if he had ſaid, 


©] am very ſenlible, that without univerſal 


« Obedience to the Laws of God, I cannot ap- 
<« prove my ſelf to his Divine'Majeſty ; and 
© therefore I have endeavoured through the 
«© whole courſe of my Life, conſcientioully to 
<« diſcharge my whole Duty ſo far as I under- 
«ſtood it. But becauſe I would not fail of 
«© that great Good which you have publiſh't 
« to the World; therefore my inquiry further 
« is, If there be not a Criſis in the buſineſs, 
<« I mean, ſomething that may be done more 
< effectually to ſecure me of my defires ? 

To this our Saviour replies, v. 21. why 
then, Tf thou wilt be perfe&t, ſell all that thou haſt, 
and give to the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure 


in Heaven. Not that our Saviour intended this 


for a ſtanding rule, or a neceſſary condition of 
eternal Life ; for we do not find that any where 
through the whole Goſpel, he hath ſo univer- 
fally and indiſpenſably propounded it : But his 


- meaning is, That ſuch noble and generous 


Actions as this, where-ever they are performed 
in conjun&tion with an Holy Life (as afore- 
ſaid) give mighty proofs of Sincerity, are Ar- 

1. E guments 
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guments of an hearty love to God, and conſe- 
uently do afford a man the more comfort- 
able. hopes of, and pretenſions to eternal 
Life. - | 
So- the reſult of all is this,” The via regia, 
the plain and beaten way to Heaven, is to be 
habitually good and holy, and to make con- 
ſciehce all along of every Commandment of 
God ; and this will not fail to bring us to 
our deſired Journeys end : Burt withal, becauſe 
the ſucceſs is of infinite importance, eſpecially 
| becauſe we cannot but be conſcious to our elves, 
that. we have in many things either through 
ignorance, ſurprilal, or infirmity, failed of our 
ſtrict Duty ; therefore the wileſt way to ſe- 
cure ſo great a Stake, is not to content our 
ſelves with an ordinary diligence in performance 
_ of expreſs Duties, much leſs with a paſſive un- 


| blamableneſs; but generouſly reſolve to do all 


| the great things we can, thereby to demon- 
ſtrate both the greatneſs of our minds, and the 
oreat value and ſenſe we have of ſo ineſtimable 
an happinels. 

And ſo much for the fourth and laſt Propo- 
fition. 
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And now I have briefly opened the four 
Obſervations I gathered from the Text, viz, 


In the Fiſt place I have ſhewed how na- 
turally follicicous every Man's mind is touch- \ 
ing hereafter ; and that the Man that doth not, 
and would not willingly believe a life to come, 
yet cannot rid his thoughts of ic. | 


s 


. Secondly, 1 have ſhewed, That it is not jea- - 

, | loufie, or meer ſuſpicion, that diſquiets the 
minds of Men in this point ; but that there is 
real grounds for it, both from the ſureſt Princi- 

; . ples of Reaſon, and the plaineſt Diyine Reve- 
lation. ---: + 


Thirdly, We have ſeen that eternal Life is 
of ſuch worth and excellency, that no Man 


; can chuſe but deſire ic, jif he apprehend there. 
; is ſuch a thing. h 
1 And Laſtly, That no Man can reaſonably 
an pretend to it, but upon the. doing good for the 
; ' attainment of it. 

p E 2 What 
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What remains then, bur that in conſ1derati- 
on of the Premiſes, we both reflect upon our 
ſelves, and examine what good we have already 
done, and what lies in our power to do, that ſo 
we may enter into life. 7 

We cannot but be ſenſible, that our preſent 
Life wears away apace, Death making his dai- 
Iy approaches towards us, and the great concern 
of Eternity draws on : Therefore (as the Wile 
Man adviſes) whatſoever good thing our hand 
finds to do, let us-do it with all our might ; this is 
the time of Probation for another World, now 
we. ſtand Candidates for Heaven, and. now or 
never we muſt ſecure to our ſelves eternal 
We. 

When _—— Goodneſs hath deſigned fo 


_ great a Bleſſing for us, let us not abject our 


ſelves, nor forfeit our-Reaſon, nor forego. our 
Hopes, and judge our ſelves unworthy of eternal 
| Life. I 
\. Let us ſtick at no colt, boggle at no diff- 
culty or danger; ſpare no labour, : ſtudy, ſelf- 
denial; bur do or ſuffer any thing for :the at- 
tainment of it. | 
When Naaman the Aſſyrian went to the Pro- 
pher to be cured of his Leprofie, the Prophet 
bid him go waſh ſeven times in Jordan, &c. the 
| | great 
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-great Man took pet at the uſage ; he expected 
the Prophet would have called on the Name of the 
Lord over him, and laid his hands upon him, and pre- 

 ſently bave healed hz : But a wile Servant of his 
retinue, took the freedom to admoniſh him, 
ſaying, If the Prophet had bid thee do ſome great 
thmg, wouldſt not thou have done it * Flow much more 
when he ſaith only, Waſh and be clean ? 

[ have proved already, Thar eternal life is 
infinitely delirable, and I cannot. in the leaſt 
doubt, but that every Man that hears me, actu- 
ally deſires it. What is the matter then ? Do 
we expect with the Syrian ro be: cured in ſtate, 
to be ſaved cheap- and eaſily, co be brought to 
Heaven by Miracle, and whether we will or 
no ? .Do- we underſtand: what eternal Life is ? 
And can any thing. be too great to do for it ? 
Can we ſtand upon terms ?.__ 

What would- not moſt Mengive for a continu- 
ance of this preſent life, which yer is littleelſe bur 


* care and fear, folly and jealouſie, pain and fick- 


neſs,and atlaſt ends in Death ? Yet at what rate 
would Men be content to purchaſe (if ic was 
but) Hezekiab's Leaſe of fifteen years addition to 
the ufual term of living ? But to live forever, 
for ever ! This is a Pearl of ſuch price, that- a 
wiſe Merchant would give all that he hath to buy it. 
: | | Shall: 
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Shall a little eaſe, a little pleaſure, a little 
money tempt me to be content to be eternally 
. damned ? Shall Heaven and everlaſting Bleſſed- E 
neſs ſeem dear to me at the price of theſe ? 
If (faith our Saviour) thy right hand offend thee, 
cut it off and Caſt it from thee : and if thy right eye ofs 
fend thee, pluck it out ; for it 1s better for thee to enter 
into life halt and maimed, than having two hands and 
two eyes to be caſt into hell. | 
Is it not better to deny our ſelves a little eafe 
here , that we may reſt for ever with Abraham 
and the Patriarchs in the Kingdom of God ? Is 
it nor better to forego a little momentary plea- 
ſure at preſent, than to be eternally tormented ? 
Were it not a wiſer bargain to be ſomewhat 
poorer in this World, ſo we may inherit a King- 4 
dom, in the World ro come ? Doth not.every j 
diſcreet man value a great deal in Reverſion, 
/ —— rather than a little in poſſeſſion ? Eternity is not 
far off, there is but the Leaſe of one ſhort life 
| berween us and Heaven ; and if it was farther 
. off than it is, who but Fools and Children 
would be ſo taken with trifles and bables, as to : 
flight ſo ineftimable a good in _— + q- 
; - Let us therefore as men , and as wile men, q, 
lay up for the future, and purchaſe this great ; 
| Reverſion : As men of great ſenſe and of grear 
minds, | - 
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minds , let us contrive with our ſelves to do 
ſome good things, and great too, great as our 
capacities, and great as our hopes. 

Far be it from us that a few cheap Prayers, 
or ſome {light Alms, or a fqrmal Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, yea, or being zealous for a Party 
and Opinion , ſhould be all we bid for Erter- 
nity. 

[ ſhall not need to ſpecifie what great and 
good things we ſhould do in this cale : foraſ- 
much as every mans own Conſcience and his 
peculiar Circumſtances will beſt dire& him 
herein ; yet for a Concluſion let me intimate 
hat :- 

To ſome of us the Providence of God hath 
given leiſure and time and retirement from 
buſineſs : from thele he expects they ſhould 
ſpend that time in Devotion. 

There are others, which the ſame Divine 
Providence hath placed in a crowd of bulineſs, 
their Province is to be Examples of Prudence 
| and Juſtice in the Management of ir, and to 
emerge and get out of. it as ſoon as lawfully 
they may , that they may the more fully live 
to God and to their own Souls, 

Some it is the Will of God ſhould be low 
and poor in this World, and theſe ſhall do 


great 


#/ 
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great things by patience and contentment and 
reſignation to the Will of God. . 

To others he hath given great Riches and 
plentiful Accommodations, their Duty is to. 
be rich in good works , that 1s, that they do aCti- 
_ onsof Charity , Piery and Beneficence as great 

as their Fortunes ;. that cheir Hearts be as large 
as their Eſtates, and their Abundance be - 4 - 
monſtrated by their accompliſhing ſuch good. 
Works as others cannot undertake, rather than 
by indulging themlelves ſuch fatisfactions as 
others cannot pretend to. 

Some there are , who by the advantage of 
an happy Temper , of a great Reputation, 
and of a peculiar Addreſ , are capable of ma- 
king peace and agreement amongſt Neighbors, 
and their Talent ſhews them their Duty. 

Beſides theſe, there are ſome men whom God 
hath endued with great Parts and Wit , from 
theſe he expects they ſhould imploy heir Wit 
for God and Religion , that they ſhould aſſert 
the cauſe of Virtue and Piety againſt the rude 
aſſaults of Atheiſtical men. | 

To lay no more, ſome are placed in Magi- 
ſtracy and Authority , thele are called Gods, be- 
cauſe they repreſent his Divine Majeſty in the 
on; ; theſe are therefore. to ſupply his place, 


O 
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ſo as that by their Juſtice and diligence, -there 


may appear to be a Providence in the World : 


Their peculiar Province is to hold up Govern- 
ment and Order amongſt men, to vindicate the 
oppreſſed , to diſcountenance Profaneneſs and 
Debauchery , and to ſhed a luſtre upon Piety 
and Virtuc. | | 


In a word, as we may all do ſome good, ſo 


let us not fail to do all the great and good 
things we can, that ſo we may lay hold of eter- 
nal life. Which!God grant to us all through 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, cc. 
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Books writ by the Reverend Dr. Goodman, and 
- fold by R. Royſton, at the Angel in Amen: 


Corner. 2 


I. He Penitent Pardoned : Or, A Diſcourſe of the 
| Nature of Sin, and che Efficacy of Repentance, 
under the Parable 'of the Prodigal Son: In Quarto. - 


2. A Serious and Compaſſionate Inquiry into the Can. 
ſes of the preſent Negle& and Contempt of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion of the Church of Exgland : In Oftavo. 


\ | - 3. ASermonpreached at Biſhops-Stortford, Auguſt 29. 
1677. before the Right Reverend Father in God, Hen- 
ry, Lord Biſhop of Londox, &c. at his Lordſhips pri- 
mary Viſitation: In Quarto. = 


4. A Sermon preached betore the Right Honourable, 

Sir Robert Clayton, Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen of 

- > he City of London, at Guild-Hall Chappel , January 
29, 1679. In Quarto. | { 


- 5. A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable, 
| Sir John Moore, Lord Mayor, and the Aldermen of the 
City of Londox, at the Guild-Hall Chappel, Decem- 

| ber 18. 1681. 


Books lately Printed for R. Royſton, ec. © 


IKQN BAEIAIKH: - The PourtraiQture of His 

Sacred Majeſty King Charles the Firſt,of ever Bleſ- 

ſed Memory, in His Solitudes and Sufferings: Newly 

Re-printed by His Majeſty's ſpecial Command : In 
Octavo. 

The Eſtabliſh'd Church ; or, A Subverſion of all the 
Romaniſt's Pleas for the Pope's Supremacy in England - 
Together with a Vindication of the preſent Govern- 
ment of the Church of Exglazd, as allow'd by the Laws 
of the Land. By Fraz. Fulwood, D. D. Arch-deacoa of 
of Totnes in Devon. In Oftavo, New. 

A Diſcourſe of the Morality of the Sabbath 3 being 
an Expoſition of Exod. 20. v. 8,9, 1o, 11. Humbly of- 
fer'd to this preſent Age : By John: Gregory, Arch-deacon 
of Glouceſter. In Oftavo, New. 

The New Diſtemper 3 or, The Diſlenters uſual Pleas 
for Comprehenſion, Toleration, and the Renouncing 
the Covenant, Conſiderd and Diſcuſsd 3 with ſome 
Reflezions upon M* Baxter's, and M- Alſop's late Pam- 
phlets, publiſhed in Anſwer to the Reverend Dean of 
St Paxl's Sermon concerning Separation : By the late 
Reverend D* Toxekins. In Octavo. | | 

A Demonſtration: of the Divine Authority of the 
Chriſtian Religion : In Two Parts. By Sane! Parker, 
D. D: Arch-deacon of Canterbury. In Quarto, New. 

The Practical Chriſtian z or, The Devout Penitent. 
A Book of Devotion, containing the Whole Duty of a 
Chriſtian, in all Occaſions and Neceſlities 3 fitted to 


the main Uſes of a Holy Life. In Four Parts : 1. Of Self- . 


Examination, Confeſſion of Sins, &c. 2. Of the Commus= 
i0n of the Holy Body and Blood of Chriſt. 3. Of the 
Hours of Prayer, and Occaſional Meditations. 4. Of the 
Four laſt thingsz 1. Death, 2. Judgment, 3. Hell, 4. Hea- 
ver. The Third Edition Enlarged and Corrected. By 
R. Sherlock, D. D. Re&or of Winwickh. In Oftavo. 


